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Introduction by Otto Salomon: from Practical 
Directions For Making The High School Series of Slojd 
Models. 1892

There is perhaps no more dangerous attitude of mind 
than that of the people whose opinions remain 
stationary. Everything, so far at all events as regards the 
outward form, is subject to the laws of change and 
development. That which was admirably adapted for the 
past, may be unsuitable for the present, and entirely 
useless in the future. We may admit this general truth 
without committing ourselves to the propositions that 
everything old is bad and that everything new is good. 
There are truths which hold good for all time, and 
which, at the outside, merely assume a different form of 
expression at different periods; while many new 
doctrines at first sight satisfactory, prove insufficient 
when tested by experience.

It is especially important in educational matters, that we 
should understand how to steer the middle course 
between conservative spirit which is identical with 
surrender to the enemy of all progress - “use and want,” 
and the nervous, restless search after novelty which is 
ever replacing one imperfectly tested method by another 
equally untried. The zealous teacher must always bear in 
mind that, while is work in both form and spirit should 
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bear the impress of development, this development 
must be gradual and well-considered. The older he is 
and the greater the stores of experience at his 
command,  the more clearly will he apprehend that the 
whole question of education is much more complicated 
than he at first imagined it to be. Much that on 
superficial observation seemed simple and clear, on 
closer inspection turns out to be the result of many and 
complex factors. The experienced teacher therefore 
guards against hasty conclusions regarding the merits of 
particular educational methods. Not content with seeing 
them in operation, he studies them, and before 
abandoning one and adopting another, he seeks 
assurance that the new method is not only newer but 
better than the old. He knows too well that what 
promises well in theory, does not always stand the test 
of practice.
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